


From the Pastor
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“He isn’t here! He is risen from the dead, just as he said would happen. Come, see where his body was lying.
And now, go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and he is going ahead of you to

My wife and I have just begun the tedious process of
packing as we anticipate our move into retirement
status. It’s a daunting task that can be physically
and emotionally draining. While sorting and
packing boxes my mind begins to wander to what
will happen after the boxes are unpacked. What will
my life look like as I begin a new role as a retired
pastor? What’s next on the horizon?

What’s next? I'm sure that was what all the disciples
wondered when they first heard of the resurrection.
The disciples weren’t fully prepared for what would
happen after Good Friday. It was a shock to lose
their rabbi that they had followed for three years. . .
and the way that they lost him — to the horrible
death of Roman crucifixion. Then, that Sunday
morning the women came and told them that Jesus
wasn’t dead in the tomb. What a shock and yet
joyful news. But what next?

The women were also told that Jesus was going on
ahead of them to Galilee. So maybe they weren’t left
without direction after all. So, the disciples make the
trip to Galilee. I'm sure it was a long one as they
wondered if the story of his resurrection were really
true, and if they would really see Jesus.

The resurrection story that we celebrate on Easter
Sunday is a story of surprise and confusion and then
hope. Like the disciples who first heard the news we
may have mixed emotions at Easter. We certainly
love to hear the songs of praise that we sing on
Easter Sunday, “Christ the Lord is Risen Today.”
We like to feel the energy and share the springtime
excitement with others. We like to hear again that
we need not fear death, but we also may wonder,
“What’s next after Easter Sunday?” “What’s next
for my life now?”

Galilee.” ( Matthew 28:6-7a)

In the account in Matthew we see that once the
disciples get to Galilee says that they do see him and
they worshipped him, and some still doubted. And
the disciples get their final instructions.

“Go to the people of all nations and make them my
disciples. Baptize them in the name of the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and teach them to do
everything I have told you. I will be with you always,
even until the end of the world.” (Matthew 28:19-20
CEV) So, that’s what we are to do. That’s what’s
next.

Like the disciples in that we often have mixed
reactions to twisting turns of life. Sadness one
minute, joy the next, and most of the time we just
seem to bumble along not sure where to turn next.
But as disciples of Jesus we are given instructions to
help us move forward as Easter people, as followers
of the risen Christ. We are given a mission. We are
to follow the way of Jesus and help others hear the
story and help them become followers too. Jesus
says “make them my disciples” and “teach them
everything I have told you.” That’s our “What
next.”

As fellow followers who worship together and
sometimes have our share of doubts about the
future, may we be faithful in carrying out the Easter
message of hope as the church. And may we always
remember that Jesus promises to be with us “even to
the end of the world.”

Your fellow servant on the journey,
Pastor Jon
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UPCOMING Points of
Interest!
EVE NTS Check it out... Q
Acolyte Schedule .......ccceeueerrenncrrennennee pg3
Tuesday, May 6th @ 7pm
VBS Meeting Sunday School ........ccccevveeceerenncenennennns pg 3
Monday, May 12th @ 7pm Confirmation .........cccovveviivniinnnnnnnnnen. pg 4
Praise Band Concert VBS ..veuerererereessesesesesesesessssesesessesenens pg 4
Saturday, May 17th @ Noon
Community Meal Giveaway Youth Group ....ccccceeereeeecreencerennceceannes pg 6
Sunday, May 18th @ 10:30am MUSIC NOTES ...ccurernieiinrencecanneneacancanes ps7
Fruit of the Spirit Brunch Mission & Outreach .........eeeeeeeceererennenn pg 8
Sunday, May 18th @ 7pm Annual Conference .......ccceeeeueeeeenecennnes pg 10

Fine Arts Spring C t
ineArts Spring Loncer ChUrch Family c.....eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseesenes pg 11

G Join us for worship services in person Saturdays at 5:30pm, Sundays at 9:30am or online at u
shavertownumc.com, on our YouTube channel and follow us on Facebook @sumc163.



