
   Shavertown United Methodist Church 
5th Weekend in Lent 

 
The mission of the United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ  

for the transformation of the world! 
 
PRELUDE                                  Meditation by Lloyd Larson           Organ Piece                           Nancy                                                                                                      
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS     
 

Centering Meditation: 
“I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; 

and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.” 
Jeremiah 31:33b NRSV 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                             Rich, Liturgist 
During the Lenten season, we are called to consider the state of our hearts. 

True, but we are afraid of what we might find there. 
Be strong and courageous!  God will be by your side. 

Then, create in us a clean heart, O God. 
 

OPENING PRAYER    
God of righteousness and God of grace, teach us always to live in agreement with your Holy 
Word which you have written in the laws of nature, in your holy word by your prophets, 
and on our hearts and minds through the power of your Holy Spirit.  While we journey 
through this earthly life, give us the strength to do your will and to keep your 
commandments.  Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN                      O How He Loves You and Me                                         # 2108 
O how he loves you and me!  O how he loves you and me! 

He gave his life.  What more could he give? 
O how he loves you; O how he loves me; O how he loves you and me! 

 

Jesus to Calv’ry did go; his love for sinners to show. 
What he did there brought home from despair. 

O how he loves you; O how he loves me; O how he loves you and me! 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S (DISCIPLE’S) PRAYER                                            
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES                      
 

A GIFT OF MUSIC                       Beautiful the Wounds of Christ                                by Marty Parks                                    
                                                                       Chancel Choir              
  

CALL TO OFFERING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                          # 95  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise him, all creatures here below;  
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   
Your goodness, Lord, is overwhelming.  We marvel at your incredible patience and your 
unfathomable mercy and grace.  We are humbled by your care in spite of our fickleness and 
lack of resolve.  Today, we ask, that you would accept the various gifts which we lay at your 
feet.  May everything we offer bring you joy and increased growth in the Kingdom here.  In 
Christ, we pray.  Amen. 
   
THE WORD OF GOD                               Jeremiah 31:31-34  NRSV 
THE MESSAGE                        God’s Covenant:  It’s Not About Religion                       Pastor Robin 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Merciful Father, the only real thing you want from me is my love.  You want me to be your 
beloved partner, but I struggle with intimacy and faithfulness.  I really do want to learn 
how to love you completely, with all my being, so I ask for your forgiveness and the chance 
to try again.  Ignite my passion for you, I pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen.  
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
Hear the good news…our God is a God of second chances.  God hears our heart’s desire and 
will help us fall in love again.  Thanks be to God!  Amen. 
 

 



HYMN OF GOING FORTH                Near to the Heart of God                                                 # 472            
There is a place of quiet rest, 

near to the heart of God, 
a place where sin cannot molest, 

near to the heart of God. 
 

Refrain: 
O Jesus, blest Redeemer, 

sent from the heart of God, 
hold us, who wait before thee, 

near to the heart of God. 
 

There is a place of comfort sweet, 
near to the heart of God, 

a place where we our Savior meet, 
near to the heart of God. [Refrain] 

 

There is a place of full release, 
near to the heart of God, 

a place where all is joy and peace, 
near to the heart of God. [Refrain] 

 

BENEDICTION          
Go, in the knowledge and love of God, 

and may the Word that is written in your heart bear forth fruit. 
Amen. 

 

POSTLUDE                                     Change My Heart, O God                                  by Eddie Espinosa                                       
 
Change my heart, O God,   make it ever true.        
Change my heart, O God,   may I be like you. 
You are the Potter, I am the clay,       
Mold me and make me,  this is what I pray. 
Change my heart, O God,   make it ever true. 
Change my heart, O God,   may I be like you. 
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