Shavertown

United Methodist Church

Sunday, March 17, 2019
Second Sunday of Lent
The mission of the United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world!
   Greetings! May the Holy Spirit touch each of our hearts during worship.

Thank you for your presence!
*  = if you are able, we invite you to please stand

WELCOME







Centering Meditation:
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, 

how often I have longed to gather your children together, 

as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, 

and you were not willing.
Luke 13: 34

PRELUDE                                                     Lenten Prelude                                        Johannes Brahms
GOD’S WORD FOR THE SECOND WEEK OF LENT                                                         Luke 13: 31-35                                  
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                  Amy Wall, Liturgist              
Today, God comes to us, to gather us in worship:
to wait in silence for the Word, to sit in God’s presence and in the presence of others.
Tomorrow, the Word of God comes, calling us to go forth to serve:
to bring hope to those who have none, to love all tossed aside by indifference.
The next day, and the next day, the Holy Spirit will come:
so we might discover the gift of presence, and offer it to our broken world.

*OPENING PRAYER

Today, Lord, you are on your way, gathering your children into your arms and offering them to us as precious gifts. Tomorrow, you are on your way, looking back to see if we will dare to follow you, imitating your every act of compassion and justice. The next day, you will be on your way, sheltering fear-filled people under the wings of your peace.  Today, tomorrow, and the next day, we will seek to be faithful and follow where you lead.  Amen.
*HYMN                                      Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us                                                  # 381
THE GIFT OF MUSIC                                    This is the Day
Cherub Choir
A TIME WITH ALL OF GOD’S CHILDREN
HYMN


                                      Jesus Friend So Kind and Gentle 

Tune: Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing
Jesus Friend so kind and gentle, little ones we bring to you.

Grant to them your dearest blessing, let your arms around them be.

Now enfold them, in your goodness, from all danger keep them free.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FOR THE SECOND WEEKEND OF LENT


 and THE LORD’S (DISCIPLE’S) PRAYER                                                                         # 895

THE WORD OF GOD THROUGH THE GIFT OF MUSIC                                                 
                                                                         Psalm 23                                              Robert G. Newton             
Chancel Choir and God’s Handful

THE MESSAGE
                                      The Grace of Presence                              Pastor Judy Walker
CALL TO OFFERING



 

The Shepherd cares for us, providing all that we need in abundance. The Shepherd calls us to love one another in truth and action. May our gifts reflect our trust in the Shepherd’s care.

May our offerings show our willingness to love one another.

OFFERTORY               
                                   Lyric Piece                                            Felix Mendelssohn

                                                              From Symphony No. 4      
* HYMN OF THANKSGIVING
                                                                                                             # 95

For time to savor God’s good gifts

For space to breathe and hearts to lift

For ways to reach out and to give

We offer thanks and vow to live!
FASTING FROM BUSYNESS
*CLOSING 

HYMN    



                     Breathe on Me, Breath of God                                              # 420
*BENEDICTION                                               
May you find green pastures and still waters along your way.
May you set tables and talk to loved ones about the deepest things you know.

May your life be emptied of meaningless rambling

And be filled with meaningful encounters.

And may you be reacquainted each day with an unhurried God

 who is calling you to dive deeply into love.

*POSTLUDE                                                   Postludium                                                      S. Surzynski
AS YOU GO, JESUS GOES WITH YOU

                                                      LET HIM GUIDE YOUR EVERY STEP
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